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CLAYTON, John 
Edmonton 1728 – Enfield 23.VI.1800 

Trained as a surgeon, he became an artist, 
specialised in painting fruit in oil or pastel. He 
exhibited at the Free Society and the Society of 
Artists between 1762 and 1778, although his 
output was much reduced after a fire in Covent 
Garden in 1769 destroyed many of his pictures. 
The critic in 1762 was unenthusiastic; he 
provided two initials for the Clayton exhibits 
no. 40 and 61, presumably an error (his brother 
was Samuel, not C., Clayton). 
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Critiques 
Anon. 1762c, “An historical and critical review of the 

paintings, &c. now exhibiting at the Great Room of 
the Society for the Encouragement of the Arts”, 
from the Universal Museum, repr. The Beauties of all 
the Magazines selected, 1762, pp. 185–87: 

40. A piece of fruit; in crayons, by C. Clayton. Starved 
Grapes – very indifferent. 
61. A Piece of Fruit in Crayons, by J. Clayton. Terrible 
Fruit! 

Pastels 
J.2294.101 A piece of fruit, crayons, Free Society 

1762, no. 40 
J.2294.102 A piece of fruit, crayons, Free Society 

1762, no. 62 
J.2294.103 A piece of fruit, crayons, Free Society 

1763, no. 45 
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