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BAILLIE, William

England 21753 — Calcutta 7.V1.1799
Painter, draughtsman and engraver. He went to
India in 1777 to serve in the Bengal Infantry,
but transferred to the Engineers and became a
surveyor. Ten years later he resigned his
commission but remained active as a
topographical artist. He also established a
newspapert, the Calcutta Chronicle. According to
his letter to Humphry, he contemplated turning
to portraiture in oil, and “I mean by way of
experiment to try my hand in crayons also. Any
instructions you can convey to me I shall be
thankful for.” The synopsis in the RA Archives
indicates that he intended to take up pastels
with Russell’s treatise as guide. It is not known
if he did so.
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