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HENNEZEL d’Essert, Béat-
Antoine-Frangois de
Yverdon 1733-1810

A member of a noble Lorraine family of
Huguenots that settled in the Pays de Vaud in
1589, Hennezel described himself as “un peu
observateur, un peu philosophe, un peu peintre,
un peu antiquaire”. By profession he was an
architect, a discipline he studied in Paris and
London before practising in his native Yverdon.
Between 1776 and 1785 he ran the local Feuille
d'avis, and earned enough to fund his travels in
Italy in the 1790s. Although he left an account
of his meeting with Voltaire in 1766, the pastel
is probably taken from an engraving, as it is
inverted from the 1758 pastel by de Wyl (g.2.).
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