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DEANE, Hugh Primrose
Ireland ¢.1730 — ?London 1784
Also Dean; Hew. The “Irish Claude” was a
landscape painter. He was the son of Alexander
Deane and Grizell Kennedy, and on
27.X11.1761, at Christchurch, Cotk, he martied
an Eleanor Gamble. A son, Kennedy Deane,
was born soon after. He was taken up by Lord
Palmerston in 1765, and moved to London
around that time. He exhibited landscapes at the
Free Society, the Society of Artists and the
Royal Academy 1765-80. Under Palmerston’s
patronage Dean travelled to Rome (1773) and
Florence (1776, where he was elected a member
of the academy), on his return advertising in the
Morning chronicle, 25.11.1780:
Mr Dean, Landscape Painter, lately returns to
England from Ttaly...will take the opportunity of
exhibiting upwards of 300 drawings in crayons, some
of which are copied from original Pictures of
Salvator Rosa, Claude Lorraine, Poussin, and other
eminent Masters; but the far greater number from
nature, being views of some of the most remarkable
ruins, beautiful landscapes etc. in the neighbourhood
of Naples, Rome, and other parts of Italy, done
during his travels. They will be disposed of to any
person inclinable to purchase them altogether.

Later that year he launched a “transparent
representation of the eruption of Vesuvius” but
the spectacle failed, and he became a Methodist
preacher. His son Kennedy Deane was living in
Cork in 1795, shortly after the artist’ death,
when he wrote to FEarl Fitzwilliam seeking
employment in Excise or Customs.
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